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Santo wins Parochial B
but St. Benedict’s is 2d

By PAUL FABBRI

Toms River North track coach
John Coleman woke up yesterday
morning, took a look out his window
and began cheering.

Coleman was alone in his approv-
al ol the dismal weather which mud-

esterday’s New Jersey State In-
teru olastic Athletic ASSONILIMI boys’
and girls' group eross-cot champi-
onships at Holmdel County ark. But
he had a good reason.

Employing the same uiht pack
that helped Toms River North to vic-
tory in the South Jersey, Group 4 boys'
race, Coleman's squad the No. 4 team
in The Star-Ledger Boys' Cross-Coun-
try Top 10, successfully defended its
Group 4 state champmnshlp with 108
voints Shawnee placed second with

" After being beaten by St. Bene-
dict's two weeks ago in the state prep
school championships, Pingry returned
the favor with a 48-70 victory in the
Parochial B race.

In a tightly-contested individual
battle, Nuno Santo of St. Benedict's
fought off cramps to finish first in
17:16, one second ahead of Jason Pola-
ha of Sacred Heart. Tim Lear of Pingry
was third in 17:18,

““We run at a place near school
called ‘Kamikaze Park’ when it rains,”
said Toms River North’s Coleman.

“Our kids are a little nuts so they go
looking for every puddle they can find.
We were prepa this.

Toms River North was led by con-
sistent]: -|m;rov1ng Matt Jelley, who
finished sixth in 17:20.

“We don't have one great runner
this year, so we have to rely on our
pack, said Coleman. “Our pack did a
Ereat! job and Matt ran the best race of

is life.”

Rebounding from an illness which
contributed to a fifth-place finish in the
South Jersey Group 4 meet, Jerry
Franks of No. 10 Highland Regmnal
won the Group 4 race in 16:54. Jason
Vigilante of Morristown was second in
17:01, followed by Brick's Pat Henni-
ganin 17:12.

“I wanted to make sure people
didn't think that just because I was
sick, I was all done,” explained Franks.

In the battle between The Star-
Ledger's two top-ranked teams, Pete
Dougherty ran away from the field in
16: 3% to help No. 1 Paul VI of Haddon
Township to a 39-55 victory over No. 2
Christian Brothers in the Parochial A
race,

J.R. Meloro of Bergen Catholic
outleaned Matt Doherty of St. Joseph's
of Metuchen in 17:05 for second place,

“All season long, we've been gear-
ing for this kind of finish," said Paul VI
coach Bob Duffy. “Our legs are fresh
and were ready to come here next

week (for the Meet of Champions).”

Mercer County champion Notre
Dame finished third with 130 points.

In the Group 2 race, defending
state Bryan Spoonire finished in 16:38,
leading Asbnr{; Park over Monmouth
County rival Holmdel, 40-91, for the
Group 2 champwnshlp It was Asbury
Park’s first title since 1950.

Junior Brian Walsh of Chatham,
who finished second in Group 2 in
17:06, said the rain was a problem for
the entire field, save one.

Everyone else was slipping and
slid Vf out there except for Brian,"
said Walsh of Spoonire. “His stride was
perfect even in the mud and up and
down the hills."

Spoonire did have one scare, near-
ly falling on the dirt road before the
woods, but was able to maintain his
balance.

"Ever since I've been here, I've
wanted a state championship jacknt."
said Spoonire, who will now prepare
for the overall state Meet of Cham-
pions title this Saturday. “This was the
year when we had a group of guys who
wanted (o win. This is their dedication
paying off."

In the Group 3 meet, sophomore
Brendan Heffernan of North Hunterdon
won in 16:55, relegating Ray Beyer of
Absegami to a second-place finish for
the second straight year.

No. 3 Cedar gndge won its first
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Group 3 title, outrunning No. 8 North
Hunterdon for the second time in three

"We've been trying to improve all
year,” said Cedar Ridge coach Rich
Gebauer, “The past two years we've
come up just short. [ don't know much
better we can get than this.”

Haddonfield, paced by third-place
finisher Doug Marshall in 17:26, beat
Riverside, 47-116, for its fourth Group
1 title in six years,

Kirk Earney of Haddon Township,
a top-five finisher a year ago, won in
17:11.
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Kirk Earney of Haddon Township heads for victory in Group 1 race at
yaesterday’s State Group Championships at Holmdel Park
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