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Manning surprises in Group 3;
Miller captures Group 2 crown

By JIM LAMBERT

North Hunterdon sophomore
Colleen Manning pulled off a shocking
victory in Group 3 and Somerville's
Cathy Miller made a bold move with a
mile to go to win the Group 2 crown to
spark their schools to girls' Central
Jersey team titles at the NJSIAA sec-
tional eross-country championships
yesterday,

Also in Central Jersey at Holmdel
County Park, Group 4 Middletown
South and Group 1 Pingry were win-
ners.

In the North Jersey, Section 2
meet at Warinanco Park in Elizabeth,
Group 4 Westfield, Group 3 West Mor-
ris, Group 2 Dover and Group 1 Mor-
ris Catholic were the winners.

In the North Jersey, Section 1
meet at Garret Mountain in West Pat-
erson, Group 4 Ridgewood, Group 3
Wayne Valley, Group 2 Kittatinny and
Group 1 Palisades Park won team
titles.

In the South Jersey meet at Wes-
tampton Tech, Group 4 Shawnee,
Group 3 Paul IV, Group 2 Bishop Eus-
tace and Group 1 Haddonfield were
winners.

North Hunterdon, ranked fourth
in The Star-Ledger Girls' Cross-Coun-

try Top 10 and the winner of six All-
Groups championships in the '80s, re-
ceived a superb effort from Manning,
who surprised Red Bank Catholic’s
Mary Pat Erickson by winning the
Central Jersey, Group 4 race in 19:44.
Erickson was second in 19:49. North
Hunterdon finished with 59 points, 32
ahead of second-place Red Bank
Catholic,

In the girls’ group 1 race, Pingry’s
fifth runner, Kim MclIntrye, 16th in
23:00, bettered Mater Dei's fifth run-
ner, Sharon Jergens, by five places for
the deciding points in a 54-58 victory.
The individual title was won by Mary
Newman of Highland Park in 20:36.51.

Miller, who unleashed a strong
finish over the last mile to break free
from a pack of three, won the Group 2
race in 20:51 to lead Somerville past
Delaware Valley, 85-93, for the team
championship.

As expected, fifth-ranked Middle-
town South, which picked up a sur-
prising performance from Ann Simon-
etti, won the Group 4 title. Megan
Smith led the way by taking third in
20:28, Colleen O'Boyle was sixth in
20:51 and Simonetti, normally the fifth
or sixth runner for Middletown South,

21:34.

It was business as usual for
Bridgewater’s Monal Chokshi as she
continued her path toward a record
fourth state cross-country champion-
ship by winning the Group 4 title in
19:32. That was the best girls' time of
the day in the state.

In North Jersey, Section 2, West
Orange's Heather Bury won her sec-
ond straight Group 4 race in 19:35, the
best time in the section. Randolph
beat Westfield, 44-66, to win its first
Group 4 crown in eight years. Valerie
Levy finished third for Randolph in
21:18 while the efforts of Shannon
MeGinn (14th in 22:17) and Rayna
Huber (15th in 22:22) made the differ-
ence. A week ago, Randolph finished
third in the Iron Division at the fron
Hills Conference championships.

Mt. Olive sophomore Jackie Co-
scia began to move out from the shad-
ow of graduated superstar teammate
Christine Engel by winning the Group
3 race in in 20:05. West Morris edged
Mt. Olive, 46-51, for the team title,
getting a superb race from Robyn
Poetsch, third in 20:58.

Lauren Whitehead won the
Group 2 race in 21:01. Dover out-

picked up key points by crossing
fourth for her team and 14th overall in
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Heather Bury of West Orange easi-

ly wins Group 4, Section 2 cross-

country championship yesterday
at Warinaco Park
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