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Kerry Moore of Midland Park cap-

tures Group 3 title yesterday at
Holmdel Park

By JIM LAMBERT

Monal Chokshi's three-year hold
on New Jersey girls' cross-country su-
premacy ended yesterday at Holmdel
County Park.

The senior from Bridgewater-
Raritan, on the way to an unprece-
dented fourth straight state cross-
country championship, saw that bid
come to an abrupt halt. The seem-
ingly invincible distance runner
couldn't shake the effects of a bad
cold and a viral infection and finished
26th in the Group 4 race during the
NJSIAA girls’ group cross-country
championships.

The top 12 finishers and first
three teams in each group advanced
to this Saturday's Meet of Champions
at Holmdel.

1t was the first time in her illustri-
ous career that she lost a cross-coun-
try race to New Jersey competition.
As a result, Choskhi concludes her
Cross- country career with three state

a feat

out one of its top runners, Julie Gold-
stein, out most of the year with stress
fractures, and finished second to
Ridgewood, 56-74.

Liz Moore came up with a typi-
cally sound race, taking second in
19:28 for Shawnee, and Ridgewood's
Jenna Rogers was fifth in 19:44. But,
the race was really decided by a
Ridgewood's pack of Amy Smith, 17th
in 20:48; Claire Blaney, 18th in 20:50;
Lauren Stuhr, 19th in 20:50, and
Jeanne Reilly, 21st in 20:51. Reilly's
place was the most telling because
she was 1ble to finish ahead of Shaw-
nee’s fou th runner, Stephanie Burgin,
22d in 20 56.

“We have no order,” said Reilly.
“That’s v hat makes us so strong. We
don't ha e a No. 2 or No. 3 runner.
Anyone ¢ in finish anywhere,”

The biggest shock of the day
came frcm Midland Park’s Kerry
Moore, wao won the Group 1 race in
20:20. A week ago at the Bergen Coun-
ty Moore was suffer-

by only two others. Hilary Noden of
Hopewell Valley did it from 1972
through *74 and Jodi Bilotta of North
Hunterdon equaled it from 1985
through '87.

With an ailing Chokshi strug-
gling, West Orange’s Heather Bury ran
a personal-best 19:08, the fastest girls'
time of the day, to win the Group 4
race.

“I've been running on this course
for six years,” said Bury who smiled
and said, “Oh my God,” over her ac-

Totten's 3 propel
Peddie past Blair

Chris Totten scored three unas-
sisted goals in leading Peddie to a 4-3
boys' soccer victory over Blair yester-
day in Blairstown.

maining, gave Peddie (15-7-2) a 4-2
lead. Ben Tuffnell hit on a penalty
shot a minute later to close the scor-
ing for Blair (7-9). Lou Batalias had
the other Peddie goal ang Marcos Rol-
lan angl Fred Ahlers also hit for Blair.

Totten's final goal, with 7:53 re- year

C as she crossed the fin-
ish line. “It’s nice to finally come out
of the woods and be in first. It was
definitely my most satisfying victory.”

She finished sixth in 19:51 in this
race last year.

“I ran in some road races over
the summer and really built up my en-
durance,” she continued. “That's the
biggest difference compared to last

Ridgewood, second in The Star-
Ledger @irls' Cross-Country Top 10,
relied on its superior depth, its staple
all year, to capture its second straight
Group 4 team title.

Shawnee, tanked first, ran with-

ing from allergies and felt nauseous
and finished 28th.

“I just thought I'd come her
run my best and go home
Moore, who became ill prior to yi
day's race. “I never expected to win. I
Jjust tried to stay up near the front
and, when I saw that I had a chance,
made my move on hills."

Mater Dei's fourth and fifth run-
ners, Nicole Karatzia (26th in 22:27)
and Laura Ralshi (27th in 22:28), fin-
ished ahead of Haddonfield's third
runner, Tracy Shanahan (32d in
22:33), to send Mater Dei past Had-
donfield, 66-91, in the Group 1 race.

Fifth-ranked Ocean Township,
‘which picked up its girl's cross-coun-
try team after a seven-year absence
three years ago, won the Group 3
«championship for the first time.

Megan Phillips, ninth in 20:18,
and Laura Meadors, 10th in 20:28, led
the way for Ocean Township, which
defeated No. 3 North Hunterdon, 35-
40.

“There is a girls' cross-country
state championship banner in our
high school gym,” said Rafter. “It was
blank and we Yanted to fill it in."

'Bury captures Group 4; ill Chokshi 26th

Megan Hartman of Ocean City, in
her first season of cross-country, over-
took Mary Pat Erickson of Red Bank
Catholic with less than a half mile to
80 to win the Group 3 individual title
going away in 19:41.

Bishop Eustace received a boost
from the return of Maria Gutowski,
who broke her left foot in the first dual
meet of the season.

“She was given clearance to run a
week ago and we didn’t decide to let
her run until warmups this morning,”
said Bishop Eustace coach Bob
Kiessling.

Gutowski, normally Bishop Eus-
tace’s No. 1 runner, ran a courageous
2201 to finish 27th and help Bishop
Eustace win the Group 2 title with 66
points. Kittatinny was second with 99,

Eric More of Kingsway ran alone
for virtually the entire race and won
the Group 2 individual title in 19:56.
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West Orange’s Heather Bury breezes to victory in Group 4 race yesterday
at Holmdel Park
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