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Pope John wins Parochial B
for second season in row

Boys’ cross-country
summaries
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By JIM LAMBERT

In a battle anticipated since last
November, Paul VI, No. 1 in The Star-
“Ledger Top 10, received a first place
from John Williams in 16:17 and packed
its five into the top 10 for a 25-57 victory
over second-ranked Christian Broth-
ers, the defending champion, for the
boys' Parochial A title yesterday in the
NISIAA cross-country group champi-
onships at Holmdel Park.

Since finishing second to long-
time rival CBA in the Parochial A race
ayear ago, Paul VI has been gearing up
for the group race. With Williams first,
Joe DiGiacomo second in 16:22, a team
average of 16:41 and a gap of 46 sec-
onds, Paul VI ended CBA's three-year
streak as Parochial A kingpin in’im-
pressive fashion,

The top three teams in each race
and the first 10 individuals who did not
run for a team qualifier earned a ticket
into Saturday's Meet of Champions.
The M of C boys' race starts at 11 a.m.
and the girls' race at 11:45,

Eamon Blanchard of Lacey solid-
ified his status as the favorite for the M
of C by running a 16:02, the best time of
the day, for the second straight week to
win the Group 3 race by 20 seconds
over Scott Muoio of Brick to even their
Season series at 3-3. Blanchard has won
the last three meetings.

Rich Christenson, improving his
personal Holmdel best by 13 seconds,
‘won the Group 2 race in 16:50 to help
No. 7 Holmdel, second the last two
years, win its first state title with 59
points.

No. 4 Highland took care of No, 3
Westfield, 67-92, to win its first Group 4
title. Westfield was second for the sec-
ond straight year. Westfield sophomore
Matt Elmuccio overtook Highland's
Jay Wassell with about three-quarters
of mile to go and outkicked Kearny
sophomore Roger Munoz over the final
400 meters to win Group 4 in 16:27.

In Group 3, No. 5 North Hunter-
don defeated No. 6 Toms River South,
Eﬁllll to capture its third straight
title.

Metuchen won its first state title
since 1961 by placing its five within 56
seconds to win with 88 points in Group
Y

In Parochial B, Pope John won its
second straight title with 43 points and
Mater Dei's Mike Houlihan, second last
year, was first in 17:04.

By JIM LAMBERT
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Matt Eimuccio crosses finish line to win Group 4 title in 16:28 yesterday

{Photo by Jim Wright)

at Holmdel Park

Paul VI won the Parochial A title
for the first time since 1990.

“Our main priority all year was
this race,” said Williams, who cut 23
seconds off his previous Holmdel best
and broke away from DiGiacomo with
about three-quarters of a mile left.
“This is what we've worked for since
Day 1 and it feels great. It feels like hav-
ing a piano lifted off my back."”

Paul VI received a huge race from
Ryan Anderson, fifth in 16:48, and a
10th from Brian Bach in 17:03, who led
early.

“Bach, usually our sixth man, set
the tone for us and Anderson is nor-
mally our fifth and today he was our
third. So that was a lift,’ said Paul VI
coach George Steinhoff. “We've been
pushing towards CBA because they're

the team that has consistently beaten
us forthe last three years. I have a lot
of respect for CBA coach Tom Heath
and his program. As for next week, it
would be a real disappointment if we
don't win."

Blanchard, unbeaten since win-
ning the South Jersey sectional on Oct.
20, went to the lead with about a mile
left on the flats following the bowl.

“I waited on the bowl,” said Blan-
chard, a senior, who also ran 16:02 to
win the Shore Conference title at
Holmdel on Nov. 5. "I was more conser-
vative then I've been in the past, but I
wanted to take the lead before the
downhills because 1 know that, if it
comes down to a kick, I'll be in trouble.
I'wanted to break 16, but the headwind
was tough.”

|

In Group 4, Highland received a
third from Wassell in 16:31 and a fifth
from Nick Noguer in 16:35. Brian Ber-
nardo, 20th in 17:11, finished ahead of
Westfield's second and third. High-
land’s fourth, Kyle Connor, 23d in 17:15,
was five places in front of Westfield's
fourth.

“We've said all season that if we
didn't win today our season would be a
major d.xsappomtmem said Highland
coach Bill Collins, “We'd been watching
Westfield's times all season and knew
they were a good team. We knew our
first two guys would be up there, but it
was the third, fourth and fifth guys that
really put us over the top.”

In Group 2, Holmdel coach Bill
Loughran was relieved to come out on
top.

“Finally," said Loughran, whose
team is going to its fifth straight M of C.
“We've been running up against a go-
rilla team like CBA all year and today
we were the gorilla, Christenson win-
ning was a real plus for us. He's just the
second kid in the school to go under 17
minutes and this was his fourth
straight personal best.”

“It's feels great to be first and first
as a team,” saif nson, a junior,
“Tt felf unusual to be out front like that.
1t felt good.”

Holmdel's Brian Herr celebrated
his ulth birthday by finishing sixth in
174

In Group 1, Metuchen stayed tight

and received a 10th from Sean Ryan in

17:33, a 19-second drop from his sec-

tional time at Holmdel, and had its five
in the first 35,

“We felt we could win if everyone
was packed in the first 35,” said Metu-
chen coach Marty Holleran. “Thisis the
best team I've had. We've had other
goodhindividuals but never this kind of
dept!

Anthony DeBenedictis of Roselle
Park, second in 1992 and fourth last
year, finally won the Group 1 title by
running 16:33. DeBenedictis, the state
outdoor 3,200 champion, took the lead
right before the bowl on Secaucus’
Felix Olivo and put the hammer down
over the final downhills to win by 10
seconds.

“All week I was thinking how I've
won three sectionals titles and three
county titles but never won this,” said
DeBenedictis, who had a knee lock up
on him in this race a year ago. “So it
feels real good to finally win.

Group 1 champion: Carpenter;
Coscia captures Group 3 crown
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