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Blanchard roars

to boys’ crown;

Paul VI scores

By JIM LAMBERT

Eamon Blanchard's tactics in his
last three races haven't changed. Nei-
ther have the results.

Making his move at almost the
exact same spot as he did when he won
the Shore Conference title on Nov. 5
and the Group 3 title last week, both in
16:02, at Holmdel Park, Blanchard, a
senior at Lacey, again pushed it as he
came out of the bowl near the two-mile
mark and dared anyone to catch him.
Nobody could and he ran unchallenged
the rest of the way to win the boys' title
in 16:06 at the 23d NJSIAA Cross-Coun-
try Meet of Champions yesterday in
Holmdel.

Paul VI, with John Williams sec-
ond in 16:21, Joe DiGiacomo sixth in
16:32 and a five-man average of 1653,
completed a wire-to-wire run as the No.
1 team in The Star-Ledger Boys’ Top
10 by winning its fourth M of C with 63
points. Only Christian Brothers, with
seven titles, has won more. The last
public school to win a boys’ M of C title
was Bernards in 1985,

Defending champion and second-
ranked Christian Brothers was second
with 81 points. No. 4 Westfield, runner-
up in Group 4, was third with 115, and
No. 3 Highland, the Group 4 champion,
was fourth with 138.

Blanchard’s strategy was nothing
new.

“It was the same thing as the last
two weeks," said Blanchard, who
hasn't lost since winning the South Jer-
sey, Group 3 race on Oct. 20. “If it ain't
broke, don't fix it.”

Pascack Valley's Matt Ilian was
the early pacesetter. He assumed con-
trol during the opening mile with a
large chase pack that included Blan-
chard, Brick's Scott Muoio, Westfield
sophomore Matt Elmuccio and Mt.
Olive’s Steve Slattery all a couple of
strides behind as they approached the
bowl.

Strong on the uphills, Blanchard
was biding his time on the bowl before
making his usual getaway.

“On the bowl, I was just drafting

off Illian and trying to see who looked
strong and I just waited,' said Blan-

chard, who'll run in this Saturday's
Foot Locker Northeast Regional cham-
pionship race at Van Cortlandt Park in
The Bronx.

“Coming out. of the bowl, I started
to push it. There was a lot of talent in
this race and I was expecting someone
to come with me. But nobody did. I
heard someone yell that I had a
20-meter lead and I knew that wasn't
enough. So I started to open it up and
just hammering.

“I'm not trying to sound cocky,
but I know I'm stronger than anyone in
the state on the uphills. That's my
strength. I know there are people
stronger on the downhills and that's
why I'try to get a lead before the down-
hills on the final trail.

Williams was second in 16:21. II-
lian, seventh last year, was third in
16:25, North Hunterdon's Chris Robin-
son was fourth in 16:27, Old Bridge's
Kevin Stengle fifth in 16:30, DiGiacomo
sixth in 16:32 and Muoio seventh in
16:33. Elmuccio, fourth last year, was
eighth in 16:34, and Slattery, a fresh-
ma; with a ton of talent, was ninth in
16:35.

Paul VI, undefeated against New
Jersey teams this season, beat Chris-
tian Brothers, 25-57, for the Parochial A
title and looked forward to this meet
since finishing a disappointing fourth
last year.

“This is a super relief,” said Paul
VI coach George Steinhoff, a member
of the 1984 Paul VI team that won the
M of C. “To run solid all year and cap it
it like this is a very satisfying feeling.”

With normal No. 3 man Greg
(Bones) Blaszko, running despite an in-
jured toe, not a factor for Paul VI, jun-
iors Brian Bach, 25th in 17:02, Ryan An-
derson, 30th in 17:06, and Matt
MeNally, 50th in 17:28, all stepped up.

“Those juniors ran a great race for
us,” said Steinhoff. “Bach probably ran
the race of his life."

Steinhoff couldn't say enough
about his No. 1 man, Williams, who fin-
ished second yesterday and was first
last week in the Parochial A race,

(Photo by Dorab K hand:
Eamon Blanchard of Lacey crosses
finish line for easy victory yester-
day in Holmdel

“'He carried us late in the season,”
Steinhoff said. “He couldn't have done
any more for us than he did. He's not
one of the captains, but he sure acted
like one.”

Christian Brothers’ coach Tom
Heath knew he was up against a buz-
58W.

*“We ran our best race of the year,”
said Heath. “We had three in the top 25
and, after they (Paul VI) embarrassed
us last week, we came back and ran a
tough race. But those two guys up front
(Williams and DiGiacomo) is where
they beat us. That's what you need and
this year they had it."
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6th M of C title

By JIM LAMBERT

Red Bank Catholic, at full
strength for the first time this season,
couldn't have picked a better race to fi-
nally put it all together.

In the biggest race of the season,
Red Bank Catholie, No. 3 in The Star-
Ledger Girls' Top 10, avenged last
week's two-point 10ss to second-ranked
Bishop Eustace in the Parochial B race
and shocked top-ranked and defending
champion Hunterdon Central by fin-
ishing first with 70 points at the 23d
NJSIAA Cross-Country Meet of Cham-
plons yesterday at Holmdel Park.

1t was the sixth M of C title for the
Shore school, which won five straight
from 1972 through 1976 and pioneered
girls’ competition in New Jersey. The
victory tied North Hunterdon for the
most in state history.

Bishop Eustace finished second
with 77 points and Hunterdon Central,
which fell short in its bid to become the
first girls’ team to win back-to-back M
of C titles since North Hunterdon won
its fourth in a row in 1986, was third
with 97.

Woodstown senior Jaime Wels-
gerber, relatively unknown last year,
chased down early-leader Jackie Coscia
of Mt. Olive on the bowl and ran away
from Hunterdon Central junior Au-
tumn Fogg to win the individual title in
18:51. Weisgerber ran 1:55 faster than
she did last year at this meet when she
placed 42d in 20:46.

Weisgerber is the first girl from
Salem County to win the title and the
first girl from South Jersey to win since
Michelle Rowen of Washington in 1982.

After it finished second to Hunter-
don Central by five points at the meet
last year, the expectations were high
for Red Bank Catholic, a team com-
prised of underclassmen, coming into
this season.

But Kerry Andrews, the No, 1 run-
ner at the end of last season, had a nag-
ging ankle injury that kept her out for
the first month and the Maloney twins,

Maureen and Mara, also missed about
a month with personal problems. All
three were absent when RBC lost to
Bishop Eustace, Andrews and the Ma-
loneys were back and in top form last
week, but the team's normal No. 2 run-
ner, Erin O'Rourke, was kept out after
suffering dehydration the week before
at the Shore Conference meet. But yes-
terday, Red Bank Catholic finally had
its whole seven intact.

Fantastic freshman Meghan Cun-
niff, as usual, was the front runner for
Red Bank Catholic, finishing third in
18:15, the same time she ran to win the
Parochial B race. RBC also received a
14th from Andrews in 19:51, a 25th from
Jerilyn Frattalone in 20:15, a 36th from
Maureen maloney in 20:29 and a 41st
from Jackie Iovino in 20:37 for an aver-
age of 20:05 and gap of 1:27

‘I'm ecstatic,” said Red Bank
Catholic coach Mary Banks. “This is
the first time we had all seven run to-
gether and they all ran a great race. We
ran slower than we did last week (19:52
average), but we ran tougher. I told
them that anyone of five teams could
win this race and if they wanted bad
enough and ran hard enough, we could
be the team that wins. I knew we
matched up well with other teams and
had as good a chance as anyone."

“We knew we had to run our best
race and we did,” said Cunniff, by far
the state’s top newcomer.

Unfortunately for Bishop Eustace,
Ann Klocke, who was third in 19:32 in
the Parochial B race, slipped and fell in
the bowl and didn't finish,

"“That was the difference,” said
Bishop Eustace coach Bob Kiessling.
“She was with Meghan (Cunniff) when
she went down. That's why we lost."

Bishop Eustace averaged 20:08 de-
spite a finish by its fifth runner in 21:11.

Hunterdon Central, the state's
most dominant team all season, just
didn’t have it. Hunterdon Central aver-
aged 20:18 after averaging 19:48 last
week when it won Group 4, Beth Craw-
ford went from 19:53 a week ago to
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Woodstown’s Jaime Weisgerber
wins girls’ meet yesterday in

Holmdel

21:05 and Kelly Paulson went from
19:32 to 20:01.

‘Weisgerber, who ran 18:50 to win
Group 2, waited patiently behind Cos-
cia for the first mile.

“1 just worked my way up to the
front and made a move going into the
bowl," said Weisgerber, who didn’t run
until last year. “I kind of knew based on
last week's times that I would have a
good chance to win. It felt wonderful to

AFogg was second in 19:09. A run-
ner to watch is Hackensack freshman
Jackie Martin, who was fifth in 19:24.
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